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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 2, 6-8, 10-12, 14, amend claims 1, 3-5, 9, 13, 15, and 16, 
and add new claims 17-20. Following is a complete listing of the claims pending in the 
application, as amended: 

1. (Currently amended) A modularized system for reading from and/or 
writing to optical media, the svstem A n apparatus for retr i ev i ng data from a d o t a chab lo 
drive comprising: 

a playing device configured to engage with two or more modular components: 
a first modular component configured to engage with the playing device, the first 
modular component including a housing and an optical reading and/or 
writing device at least partially disposed within the housing, the reading 
and/or writing device being operablv coupled with the playing device when 
the first modular component is engaged with the playing device: and 
a second modular component configured to engage with the playing device, the 
second modular component having a memory that stores an encoding 
and/or decoding program operable bv the playing device to write to and/or 
read from optical media at the first modular component. 

a signal import and e xport d e vice i nstal le d i n sa i d d e tachab le box; 
a p l ay i ng p l atform for sa i d d o tachab l o box be i ng detached i nsido said p l ay i ng 
platform; and 

a decoding modulo conn e ct i ng to and pos i tionod i nsido said playing platform for 
outputt i ng said data to a display faci li ty. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Current amended) The apparatus system of claim 21 - wherein said-the 
optical reading and/or writing device includes is-a CD and/or DVD writab le drive. 
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4. (Currently amended) The apparatus system of claim 1 7 wherein said-the 
second modular component includes an d e coding modul e i s a MPEG encoder and/or 
decoder. 



5. (Currently amended) The apparatus system of claim 1 T wherein the 
playing device outputs one or more signals decoded by the second modular component, 
the one or more signals being readable bv an audio and/or video device sa i d disp l ay 
fl operablv coupled with the playing device . 



6-8. (Cancelled) 



9. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the first modular 
component engages with the playing device at a top side of the playing device. A n 
apparatus for rotr i ov i ng data from a dotachablo drivo compr i sing: 

a data r e ad i ng and wr i t i ng dr i v o to road and wr i to said data stored in an opt i cal 

a d o tachab lo box for holding sa i d data r e ad i ng and writ i ng dr i v o ; 

a playor for carrying sa i d dotachab l o box on the top of sa i d playor, further 

c o nn e ct e d to said data r e ad i ng and writing dr i v e for p l ay i ng sa i d data 

acc o ss o d by sa i d data r e ad i ng and wr i ting dr i vo; and 
an e ncod i ng/d e coding modu le for prov i d i ng an e ncoding/d e coding program 

required by said data reading and wr i t i ng drivo. 

10-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently amended) The apparatus system of claim 91 . wheroin further 
comprising a third modular component configured to engage with the first modular 
component in a stacked arrangement, wherein the third modular component is operablv 
coupled with the playing device when stacked upon the first modular component- 
p l ura li ty of said d o tachablo box are p i lod up togothor on the top of sa i d playor, on o by 
on e , i n ordor to access data from tho var i ous sources and to simultan e ously proc e ss 
said data and further to play and to wr i to back in. 
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14. (Cancelled) 

1 5. (Currently amended) The apparatus system of claim 1 4r wherein the first 
modular component is operablv coupled with the playing device via an IEEE 1394 based 
communication link, said i ndustria l transmiss i on conn e ctor and protoco l is a l 1394 
conn e ctor and protocol. 

16. (Currently amended) The apparatus system of claim 14y wherein said 
i ndustr i al transmiss i on conn e ctor and protoco l is a USB conn e ctor and protocol. the first 
modular component is operablv coupled with the playing device via a universal serial 
bus (USBVIink. 

17. (New) A modularized device for reading from and/or writing to optical 
media, the device comprising: 

a first modular component including a housing means and means for optically 
reading from and/or writing to optical media, the means for optically 
reading and/or writing being at least partially disposed within the housing 
means; 

a second modular component including means for storing an encoding and/or 
decoding program; and 

a playing unit configured to engage with the first and second modular 
components, the playing unit operably coupling the means for optically 
reading and/or writing with the means for storing the encoding and/or 
decoding program when engaged with the first and second modular 
components. 

1 8. (New) The device of claim 17 wherein the first and second modular 
components are configured to read from and/or write to the optical media in a data 
format that includes at least one of CD-ROM, CD-RW, DVD-ROM, DVD-RW, DVD- 
Audio, and SACD. 

19. (New) The device of claim 17 wherein the means for optically reading 
and/or writing comprises a first means for optically reading and/or writing, and wherein 
the device further comprises a third modular component including a second means for 
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optically reading and/or writing operably coupled with the means for storing the encoding 
and/or decoding program when the playing unit is engaged with the second and third 
modular components. 

20. (New) The device of claim 17 wherein the means for storing the encoding 
and/or decoding program comprises a first means for storing the encoding and/or 
decoding program, and wherein the device further comprises a third modular component 
including a second means for storing the encoding and/or decoding program operably 
coupled with the means for optically reading and/or writing when the playing unit is 
engaged with the first and third modular components. 
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